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genotype-phenotype correlation between HLA-

DRB1*08 and refractory uveitis in Japanese
patients with MS. To demonstrate the

association of human leukocyte antigen
(HLA)-DRB1*08 with severe refractory uveitis
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in multiple sclerosis (MS) patients in the
Japanese population. Twenty-seven MS

patients who had refractory uveitis were
retrospectively investigated. A previously

reported HLA-DRB1*08 allele was investigated
by direct DNA sequencing of the DRB1 alleles.

The most common HLA-DRB1*08 allele was
shown to be HLA-DRB1*0801. The allele

frequencies of HLA-DRB1*0801 were 67% and
32% in severe and mild uveitis groups,
respectively (p = 0.0105). The allele

frequencies of HLA-DRB1*0802 and HLA-
DRB1*0803 were also higher in the severe

group, but the differences were not significant.
The results of this study suggest that HLA-

DRB1*08 is associated with severe refractory
uveitis in Japanese MS patients.Q: What

happens with a reference to an object in its
default state Is the following a valid code: def

default_value = Cat.new def foo(bar)
bar.is_a?(Cat)? bar.get_default : bar end For

example, is the Cat object created and
returned to the bar's default value ? Thanks.

A: The default value is just a variable, no
object is created. Remember it's equivalent to:
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def default_value Cat.new end And this: def
foo(bar) bar.is_a?(Cat)? bar.get_default : bar
end Will not create a Cat object, only a local
variable. If the variable is modified at that

point, it will be assigned a different value. Q:
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