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defined as an infant (less than 24 months old) diagnosed with HFMD from 1 May to 15 August 2009.
The risk of infection was estimated by calculating the incidence rate ratio according to region and
autocentric geographical area of residence. When comparing the risk of infection according to
breast feeding duration, the risk was higher with less than five hours of breast feeding. The risk of
infection for the first two months was estimated as twice the risk of a period of less than five hours
of breast feeding. The risk of contamination after a potentially infectious episode of HFMD was
significantly decreased when the infant received, during the day, complementary food containing
dairy products. Breastfeeding for less than five hours increased the risk of contamination after an
episode of HFMD in infants of less than 24 months of age. The risk of contamination was decreased
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