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October 25, 2010 Burnaby, B.C. – In an effort to help provide essential emergency services and
respond to the high youth unemployment rate, the City of Burnaby, B.C. has adopted an innovative
small-business strategy that employs local entrepreneurs. According to a report from the B.C.
branch of the Canadian Federation of Independent Business, unemployment rates for young adults
in Burnaby and throughout British Columbia are among the highest in the region. In addition, youth
unemployment rates are nearly double the national average. To address this public health concern,
the City has turned to its own labor force. In September 2010, the Burnaby Chamber of Commerce,
Canada’s Entrepreneur of the Year, was invited to deliver an economic education event for young
entrepreneurs in Burnaby and the North Shore. More than 120 members of the youth community,
many working in food service, attended. The students were brought together for a forum to discuss
youth business opportunities and challenges. Young entrepreneur Gaurav Singh, 14, shared the
uniqueness of his business model, which employs local business graduates as managers. Singh
demonstrates how more successful businesses, such as a Toyota dealership, even for a brief time,
generate revenue in one location. “Having the revenue in one place helped to reduce the risk for the
business and its owners,” said Singh, who may be the youngest Toyota dealership manager in
Canada. Burnaby has also been receptive to the new work force’s entrepreneurial spirit. Singh’s
peers have all been hired and trained within the past year by their respective business owners.
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